








Celebration of the
Opening of the
Rooftop Playground

n September 14, 2009, a Holy
Water blessing was held for the
official opening of the rooftop
playground. The playground
became a reality with the hard
work of the PTO, then under the
leadership of Stelene Argyriou.
Special fundraisers were held at the
Thalassa Restaurant hosted by Steve
and Danielle Makris. The construc-
tion work was completed by Peter
Stratigakis.
A. Fantis had the honor of a special
visit from His Honor, Borough
President, Marty Markowitz who
spoke to the students about proper
care of the body. Also, present along
with representatives of the student
body were many of the leadership of
the community of the Cathedral who
have a vested interest in supporting
the A. Fantis Parochial School of SS.
Constantine and Helen to be a top
notch academic institution in the
Brooklyn Heights.

he Greek Department of A. Fantis Parochial
School put together a fantastic show to cel-
ebrate OXI Day. The show featured all stu-
dents from Grades K-8 and was a huge suc-
cess. We are so proud of the students’ and
teachers’ hard work and dedication to the
school. In attendance that night were many
Community members, Sts. Constantine and
Helen Board members, Father John Lardas,
Father John and Presbytera Ourania Romas,
General Consulate of the Greek Education
Department George Vlikidis, P.T.O. Co-
Presidents Irene Koutsidis and Anna
Chrysostomou as well as many of our parents
and families in our extended A. Fantis Family.
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Student Work

Sheniyah McKoy
August 31, 2009
English — Mrs. Papas
Grade: 8

The Robe

By: Lloyd C. Douglas

ne of the books I chose to read over the

summer was called The Robe. It was writ-

ten by Lloyd C. Douglas. The story took

place in Rome and Gaza during the early

1st century. The main characters in the
story were Marcellus Gallio, Demetrius, Diana,
and Emperor Tiberius.

Lloyd Cassell Douglas was born in Columbia
City, Indiana. He was the son of Alexander
Jacson Douglas , Lutheran clergyman, and
Sarah Jane Douglas. He was educated as a min-
ister at Wittenberg Seminary in Springfield,
Ohio. After graduating from the college, he
served as a pastor in North Manchester, Indiana.
In 1904, he married Bessie Io Porch, and he had
two children with her. In 1905, Douglas moved
to Lanchester, Ohio and then moved again in
1908 to Washington D. C.. From 1911 to 1915,
he was a chaplain and director of religious work
at the University of Illinois and later on he
became a congregationalist. In 1933, he retired
from ministry and became a full time writer. He
wrote Magnificent Obession in 1929 and wrote
The Robe in 1942. He wrote his last novel, The
Big Fisherman in 1948. He also wrote an autobi-

Isabella Stevenson

Mrs. Papas

Library — Research 5th Grade
10-15-09

Damon and hias:

A Story of True Friendship

here once lived two young men, called

Damon and Pythias. These two boys were

true friends. Around that time, there was a

King named Dionysius who ruled Syracuse.

He was the type of man who would kill some-
one for insulting him. The King had heard
that Pythias had complained about his cruelty
and he had him sentenced to death.

Damon came to the King and said, “Let Pythias
g0 home to say goodbye to his family and if he
does not return, as promised, you can kill me”.
The King was so amazed by his offer he let
Pythias go home by ship to see his family one last
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ography called Time to Remember in 1951,
which was finished by his daughter in 1952. He
died in Los Angelos and February 13, 1951.

The general plot of the story was about a
wealthy, young officer by the name of Marcellus
Galleo who offended Prince Gaius. To punish
him, he was sent to the worst place there is in
the Roman Empire; Gaza. To make things
worse, he is in charge of putting an innocent
man, Jesus, to death. Because of these pres-
sures, he gets drunk and gambles to win Jesus'
robe. When he wins the robe and realized what
he has done, he tells his servant, Demetrius, to
keep it. Soon after, he receives an order to
return home. While on his way home, he dis-
covers who Jesus actually is and is converted to
Christianity.

The genre of the book is historical.
There are many historical references, even
though this story was based on fact. The tone of
the book was sad and downbeat. There was a lot
of killing and emotions in this story. The literary
techniques the author used were descriptive

time. While Pythias was on the way back, Pirates
attacked his ship. Pythias tried to explain to the
Pirates why he had to be set free, but they would-
n’t listen. So, Pythias jumped off the ship and
swam to shore. Once he got there, he saw the
palace far away in the distance. He did not have
a horse, so he had to run without any shoes on to
save his friend Damon. He got there just in time
to save Damon from being executed by the King.

Pythias didn’t want Damon to die and Damon
did not want his friend Pythias to die. The King
was so amazed by their true friendship and true
loyalty that he asked them if they would stay as

language, imagery, and sensory words. The
author used many sensory words in the story,
which helped me to get a better vision of the dif-
ferent experiences the characters were having.
The style of the story was descriptive. There
were many colorful descriptions in the text.

The theme of the story is that curiosity is the
means to knowledge. As you can see, when
Marcellus first got the robe, he was curious to
see what the robe meant and because of his
curiosity, he learned about Jesus Christ, and
ended up becoming a Christian. The lesson that
the author was trying to tell us was that there is
always a good reason for everything in life. For
example, if Marcellus didn't crucify Jesus Christ,
he wouldn't have converted to Christianity. My
reflections on this book are that it was a very
moving story about the early Christians. I loved
the descriptions that the author used. It made
the story very creative. I would recommend this
story to teens and people in high school. I
believe that they will understand it better that
younger people would.

guests at his court to show the people what true
friendship really is. And while the King had been
surprised that Pythias had come back, Damon
was not because he knew that his friend would
keep his word.

This myth really shows what friendship is. It’'s
about being honest, keeping your word, being
trustworthy, and sticking up for each other, even
at great personal risk. I hope this lesson shows
other readers how valuable true friendship really
is.





